Hull Board of Selectmen

Minutes

February 22, 2011

The meeting of the Hull Board of Selectmen was called to order on Tuesday evening, February 22, 2011, at the Hull Municipal Building, 253 Atlantic Avenue, Hull, Massachusetts.

Present: Domenico Sestito, Chairman; Dennis Blackall, Vice Chairman and John Reilly, Members. Also present were: Philip Lemnios, Town Manager and James Lampke, Town Counsel.

Not Present: John Brannan, Clerk (late arrival) and Christopher Olivieri, Member

7:30 pm – Mary Jane Silva – Applicant for Hull Hero Award Committee.  Mrs. Silva appeared before the Board and spoke about being a long time resident, very active in the community and would be an asset to this committee.

Motion – Blackall
To approve her appointment to this Committee

Second – Reilly

Vote – Unanimous in Favor

7:45 pm – Sean Bannen – Applicant for the Hull Hero Award Committee.  Mr. Bannen spoke of his qualifications and reasons for wanting to be on this Committee.

Moved – Reilly  To appoint Mr. Bannen to the Hull Hero Award Committee

Second – Blackall

Vote – Unanimous in favor

8:00 pm – Cyrille Kearns – Applicant for the Hull Hero Award Committee. She told the Board that she is a life long resident with a niece and nephew in the School system and loves the idea of honoring an unsung hero of this town.

Motion – Blackall 
To appoint Ms. Kearns to the Hull Hero Award Committee

Second - Reilly

Vote unanimous in favor

Mr. Brannan arrives at this time.

8:15 pm – DCR Reuse Committee update.  Blackall spoke about this Committee and their meetings.  The Committee is preparing their mission statement to the Board and this statement will also be included in any RFP’s.  He said that the Committee is looking for public input on what to do with this property (from the Carousel to Beach Food, the Old Police Station and DCR buildings and property). They have tentative dates for public forums and Bob Fultz was working on a grant proposal, which he submitted last week.  The primary focus is to get the public input and an RFP as soon as possible so that they can secure the lease for this property.
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8:30 pm – Fire Chief Hollingshead announced that they had received a grant from the Federal Government in the amount of $683,000 for staffing.  He told the Board of previous grants they have received.  The grant will add 4 firefighters to the Town with no obligation to the Town for the first 2 years, in the third year the Town must keep at least 1 firefighter and this will cost the Town about $71,000.  The Chief told the Board that there are 24 firefighters currently and this will mean 28.  It will add one firefighter per shift.  At the Green Hill station it will make 2 on duty instead of one.  He thanked Deputy Chief Russo and Captain Thomas for their excellent work on this.  He told the Board that he has already submitted a request to Civil Service for a list.  A lengthy discussion continued.

Moved – Reilly

To accept the grant

Second – Brannan with discussion

Amended Motion – Reilly
Direct Town Manager to find the funds for year 3; if there are none available to take them from the stabilization fund.

Second – Brannan

Vote – 3 Ayes (Reilly, Brannan and Sestito)


  1 Nay (Blackall)

Motion passed

Reilly asked the Chief if any fees could be raised to possibly cover the third year and he replied that they were at the maximum allowed. 

Correspondence #1 – Sestito read a letter from Maureen A. Dunn requesting a dedication in memory of Commander Joseph P. Dunn.

License #3 – Jason Means, Means Auto – Class II Auto Renewal

Moved – Blackall 
To approve the renewal of this license

Second – Brannan

Vote – Unanimous in favor

License #2 – G. David Werrett- Livery Badge Renewal

Moved – Blackall 
To approve the renewal of the Livery Badge

Second – Brannan 

Vote – Unanimous in favor

New Business

Brannan told the Board that the Parking Study Committee is meeting this Monday.

Blackall wanted to congratulate Nicki Heavern a Member of the Hull Lady Pirate’s Basketball Team.  She has scored 1,000 points. He also announced that he will not be seeking re-election, but would like to continue as the Selectmen’s Representative on the DCR Reuse Committee.
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Motion – Brannan
To have Blackall remain on the DCR Reuse Committee as the Selectmen’s Representative.

Second – Reilly

Vote – Unanimous in favor

Reilly asked the Board to have the Town Manager draft an article for the Annual Town Meeting Warrant to change the structure of the Light Department and make it similar to the Sewer Plant.  The Board discussed different options, and Lampke will look into the drafting of an article.

Motion – Blackall To extend the meeting to 10:15 pm

Second – Brannan

Vote – Unanimous in favor

Motion – Sestito
To go into Executive Session to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining and litigation and the Chair declares that an open meeting will have detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigation position of the body and to comply with an act under the Attorney-Client Privilege and to consult with legal counsel and obtain legal advice pursuant to the Attorney – Client Privilege and to not reconvene in open session.

Second – Reilly

Roll Call Vote: Aye, Reilly; Aye Blackall; Aye, Brannan; aye, Sestito

The Chair announced that the discussion will be on complaints from the State regarding the Town’s maintenance of the Beaches and possible discussion of settlement of the claims against the Town and collective bargaining with respect to strategy and collective bargaining.

The Board moved into executive Session.

______________  Approved

